mission to the usurper Maximus. In 385 he began his famous struggle with Justina, the emperor's mother. Justina was an Arian, and so were most of the councillors. There were few other Arians in Milan, but Justina demanded one of the basilicas of the city for the purpose of Arian worship, and there was a long and bitter struggle. The details of the conflict do not concern us, but it had probably already commenced when Augustine was anxious to consult Ambrose. He used to go frequently to the bishop's house, where no servant guarded the ever open door, and stand in silence for some time watching Ambrose reading or praying. He had not courage to ask an hour of his crowded life. Otherwise, he was on friendly terms with Ambrose. His mother, Monica, had joined him at Milan, and had won the bishop's admiration. Augustine tells a story of her going to,the church, in the African fashion, with a basket of wine and cakes for the love-feasts of the martyrs. Ambrose had suppressed the custom on account of the drunkenness and disorderly scenes it gave rise to.d, what he neededore made their way to
